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DOMESTIC DIFFICULTIES
I
Q. I am a young man of 23 years. For the last two
years I have been using pure khadi only. For the last 28
days I have been spinning regularly in my leisure time*
But my wife refuses to wear khadi. She says it is too
coarse. Should I compel her to use khadi ? I may also men-
tion that I find our temperaments are incompatible.
A. This is the common lot of life in India. I have
often said that the husband, being the stronger and more
educated party, has to act as tutor to his wife and put up
with her defects, if any. In your case you have to bear the
incompatibility and conquer your wife by love, never by
compulsion. It follows that you cannot compel your wife
to use khadi. But you should trust your love and example
to make her do the right thing. Remember your wife is.
not your property any more than you are hers. She is your
better half. Treat her as such. You will not regret the
experiment
II
Q. I am married. My wife is a good woman. We
have children. We have lived together in peace hitherto.
Unfortunately she came across someone whom she has
adopted as her guru. She has received the gurumantra
from her, and her life has become a close book for me*
This has given rise to coolness between us. I do not know
what I should do. Rama, as portrayed by Tulsidas, is my
ideal hero. Should I not do what Rama did, and cut off all
connection with my wife ?
A. Tulsidas has taught us that we -may not indiscri-
minately imitate the great. What they may do with
impunity we may not. Think of Rama's love for Sita.
Tulsidas tells us that before the appearance of the golden
deer the real Sita, at the behest of Rama, disappeared in the
85